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The Environmental Action Committee of West Marin 
 
 
April 17, 2008  
  
  
Ms. Susan Golding, Chair and Task Force Members   
MLPA Blue Ribbon Taskforce  
c/o California Resources Agency  
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
Via Email:  MLPAComments@resources.ca.gov   
 
  
Re: Support for Proposal 4   
 
  
Dear Chair Golding and Task Force Members:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Environmental Action Committee of West Marin. The 
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC) is a grass roots group dedicated to the 
protection and appreciation of West Marin's natural environment and rural character.  We strive 
to ensure that human activities are in harmony with the region’s irreplaceable wildlife. 
 
While we support proposals 1-3 and 4, EAC urges the Blue Ribbon Task Force to choose 
Proposal 4 as its preferred alternative for the Marine Life Protection Act’s North Central Region.  
Of the three options for your consideration, Proposal 4 best meets the letter and spirit of the 
Marine Life Protection Act of 1999 and the Scientific Advisory Team guidelines.  It also best 
meets the needs of marine life on the west coast of Marin County. 
 
I was fortunate to participate as a primary Regional Stakeholder Group member for the North 
Central Coast Process. I am also an avid kayaker and wildlife watcher.  I feel honored to have 
been involved in the process over the last eleven months.  While all three proposals attempt to 
satisfy the requirements of the Scientific Advisory Team and the Act, Proposal 4 provides the 
best long-term solution to protect marine resources and provide for the long-term sustainable use 
of our ocean.  
 
The MLPA states that "marine life reserves" (defined as no-take areas) are essential elements of 
an MPA system because they "protect habitat and ecosystems, conserve biological diversity, 
provide a sanctuary for fish and other sea life, enhance recreational and educational 
opportunities, provide a reference point against which scientists can measure changes elsewhere 
in the marine environment, and may help rebuild depleted fisheries." Last February, the Blue 
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Ribbon Task Force supported the spirit and letter of the Act by directing the RSG to develop 
marine protected area proposals comprised of a strong backbone of no-take reserves and other 
high protection areas.  If we are to judge the proposals according to the above guidance, Proposal 
4 stands outs among the rest.  
 
Proposal 4:   
  
• Received the highest ranking by the Scientific Advisory Team in meeting MLPA guidelines.   
 
• Protects 15 percent of the ocean in no-take marine reserves, while leaving 85 percent open to 
fishing and including biodiversity hotspots, nurseries and other high quality habitats. 
 
• Has more MPAs in High to Very High protection levels than the other proposals. 
 
• Has the support of a wide range of interests including local residents, scientists,  
conservationists, and recreational users. 
 
• Has small, worst case, short-term socio-economic costs in comparison to the potential long-
term socio-economic and ecological benefits.  
 
Proposal 4 also provides key protection for habitat in desperate need of restoration in the 
Duxbury-Double Point area.  Duxbury Reef supports rich and diverse invertebrate communities 
and the potential for a robust rockfish fishery. Many local residents reminisce that this area once 
supported a strong rockfish fishery but it has been depleted due to over-fishing. Proposal 4 
would help restore rockfish populations in this area by protecting approximately ¼ of the 
complex rocky reef habitat, allowing ample opportunities for recreational and commercial 
fishing of rockfish and other fish species.   
 
Proposal 4 also has a marine protected area encompassing Double Point and Point Resistance.  
This protects important juvenile rockfish habitat adjacent to high density bird nesting and seal 
haul-out sites, providing forage base for tens thousands of birds and seals. The addition of these 
marine protected areas provides a strong foundation for the long-term health and diversity of the 
sea mammal, bird and fish populations that Point Reyes National Seashore and Farallon Islands 
are world renowned for. 
 
Point Reyes National Seashore alone had approximately 2.7 million visitation days in 2007.  The 
majority of these visitors enjoyed non-consumptive activities such as wildlife watching for 
whales, seals and sea birds, kayaking Drakes Estero and simply enjoying the scenic views where 
the peninsula meets the ocean.  The socio-economic impact of non-consumptive tourism on the 
local economy far surpasses that of consumptive uses on the Marin County coast.  This theme 
likely holds true for the entire study region.  Therefore, even if Proposal 3 is chosen as the 
preferred alternative, we urge the BRTF to include Proposal 4’s MPA package for the Duxbury-
Double Point area.      
 
Unfortunately, proposal 2/XA omits these important habitat areas, failing to protect unique 
habitat with high restoration value.  This is one more example showing that while 2/XA may 
attempt to meet the bare minimum requirements of the Marine Life Protection Act, it does not 
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strive to ensure the long-term restoration of native ecosystems and wildlife on the north central 
coast.. 
Marine protected areas, especially fully protected marine reserves, are an investment in the 
future health of our coastal waters. You have an historic opportunity to make a real difference in 
the protection of our oceans for current and future generations. We urge you to make the most of 
that opportunity by adopting Proposal 4.  
 
Thank you for considering EAC’s comments on this precedent setting opportunity to do for our 
marine habitat what we have striven for decades to accomplish on land.  I appreciate the BRTF’s 
involvement and commitment to this effort and look forward to next week’s deliberations. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Frederick Smith 
Executive Director 
 
    
 
 
 


	Week 080417 - Pro 4 other letters
	Barbara Salzman 080417
	Heal the Bay, Charlotte steveson 080417
	EAC-080417
	The Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

	E2 080417
	Golden Gate Audobon 080417
	MCBI 080417
	NRDC 080417
	PRBO 080417
	Riverkeeper ltr. 080417
	S.B. Channelkeeper 080417
	Santa Monica Baykeeper
	S.F. Bay complex 080417
	Sonoma Coast Chapter 080417
	TMMC lette r080417
	DOW 080416
	Otter Project 080416
	Ocean Conservancy 080416
	RE: Support for Common Ground MPA Proposal 1-3

	Sierra Club 080416
	Jay Halcomb
	Melissa Hippard


	Audoban Canyon Ranch 080415
	Marine wildlife & Habibat Comm. 080415
	Rich Burns 080415
	Rick Johnson
	RE:	Support for MPA Proposal 1-3 and 4


	Week 080417 - Pro 4 Other Letters
	Week 080417 Pro 4 - Original letters
	Barb Berfield
	Quality of SAT Modeling results
	Alicia Carrilo 080417
	Alurro Ferrer 080417
	Aurora Rodriguez 080417
	Carolyn Reygru 080417
	Cynthia pintor 080417
	Eizabeth Sanchez 080417
	Estele Medina 080417
	Herminia Olivas 080417
	Jacqueline Holz 080417
	Jahara Vega 080417
	James Argreta 080417
	John Draper 080417
	Jose Ronna 080417
	Laurie Rey 080417
	Manuel Murillo 080417
	Mau Afor 080417
	Rebeca Valdovines 080417
	Keary Sorenson 080414
	Ching Brodsky 080410
	Truman Burns 080410

	Week 080417 - Pro 4 Original letters


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




